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I am the first Digital Media Laureate and serve as a Distinguished Senior Fellow at
The Media Institute, a leading national think tank. The Media Institute published
my new study, Net Vitality 3.0: Identifyving the Top-Tier Global Broadband
Internet Ecosystem Leaders in September 2024. This study, accessed with the
active links herein, is intended to be reviewed carefully by the Commission in
response to this Notice of Inquiry.

Specifically, these comments, and Net Vitality 3.0, are submitted in this Notice of
Inquiry to assist the Commission as it gathers information pertinent to the stated
purpose of this proceeding:

In the next section 706 report, we propose to maintain the standards and goals
adopted by the 2024 Report and seek comment here on potential additional metrics
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as well as potential data sources by which to measure them. We seek objective
data and other evidence, as well as methodologies and analytical frameworks, to
assist us in evaluating the universal service goals for broadband. We encourage
the public at large, individual consumers, providers of broadband services,
consumer advocates, analysts, policy institutes, governmental and non-
governmental organizations, and all other interested parties to help us determine
the most effective ways to complete our statutorily mandated task. The information
the Commission gathers in this proceeding will assist us in ensuring that our
broadband policies are well informed and supported by sound data analysis.
Reliable, accurate data will ultimately aid our efforts to close the digital divide,
promote the universal service goals for broadband, and encourage the deployment
and availability of advanced telecommunications capability to all Americans in a
reasonable and timely fashion in the year 2024 and beyond.

“Net Vitality” is a concept I developed to measure the long-term vibrancy of the
broadband Internet ecosystem in countries around the world. Net Vitality 3.0,
which also can be accessed here, is the latest in a series begun in 2015 with the
first Net Vitality study and then updated in 2018 with Net Vitality 2.0.

At the core of these studies is the unique “Net Vitality Index,” which provides a
holistic view of global broadband Internet development by emphasizing the three
interrelated pillars first identified in the 2010 U.S. National Broadband Plan
developed by the Commission. These three pillars are: (1) applications and content;
(2) devices; and (3) networks.

The Net Vitality Index also measures a fourth key criterion: broadband innovation
and competitiveness indicators. All of these are the foundations that are the basis
for our dynamic Internet experience, which is critical to virtually all activities of
daily life.

This study, as did the prior works, contains detailed data analysis of a range of
highly respected independent data sources, all with transparent methodologies that
are included therein, as well. Consequently, it is the best available global research
that compares broadband development on an apples-to-apples basis.

It provides data and analysis that can be useful as the Commission gains a better
understanding of comparative metrics and their role in having nations achieve top-
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tier global broadband leadership. In that regard, as detailed in Net Vitality 3.0., the
United States currently has a very favorable position, along with South Korea and
the Netherlands. The second-tier countries of Net Vitality 3.0 are Denmark,
Singapore, Finland, and China, in that order.

I hope that this study will be helpful in the current proceeding. I remain available
to provide any additional information related to Net Vitality 3.0 that may be useful
to the Commission now, as well as in any actions that are developed with the
information it receives in this Notice of Inquiry.

Respectfully submitted,
Stuart N. Brotman
snbrotman@gmail.com

October 5, 2024
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